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1. Executive Summary

QuickBooks and aACE represent fundamentally different approaches to business
management: QuickBooks as an accounting-focused solution with modular add-ons
versus aACE as a fully integrated ERP that unifies all operations in one customizable
platform.

QuickBooks positions itself as the accessible accounting solution for small to medium-
sized businesses, with over 7 million users globally. Built by Intuit, it focuses primarily on
financial management while offering additional capabilities through its tiered subscription
model, ranging from Simple Start at $19/month to Advanced at $70/month, with desktop
versions available only for enterprise businesses preferring on-premise solutions.

aACE takes a different path as a comprehensive Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP)
solution designed for growing businesses across various industries including
manufacturing, wholesale distribution, and professional services.

Developed over nearly 20 years through direct collaboration with their customers, aACE
integrates accounting, inventory, order management, CRM, production, and shipping into
one seamless system. Available in Complete Edition ($99/user per month with a 5-user
minimum) or Enterprise Edition (starting at $33,500 with a 10-user minimum), it serves
businesses with 3 to 500 users who have outgrown basic accounting tools.

Built on the FileMaker platform, aACE provides unparalleled customization capabilities,
allowing businesses to codify their unique processes and competitive advantages directly
into the software.



Key Differences at a Glance

QuickBooks aACE

Primary Focus

Accounting with add-on
features

Integrated ERP for all
operations

Target Business Size

Startups to medium-size
(under 25 users)

Growing businesses with
3-500 users

Deployment Options Cloud-first with desktop Cloud or on-premise
options for enterprise flexibility

Industry Focus Basic accounting for Comprehensive ERP for
general business use various industries

Customization Limited to pre-built options | Complete and affordable

customization

Integration Approach

App marketplace
ecosystem

Built-in unified modules +
essential business
software integrations

Implementation Timeline

Hours to days

3-6 months typical

Support Model

Tiered support +
ProAdvisor network

Dedicated
implementation team




Business Use Gase — When to Choose
aACE vs QuickBooks

QuickBooks is perfect for businesses that:

« Need primarily accounting functionality with basic inventory and invoicing

« Want immediate deployment with minimal setup and standardized workflows
Operate with under 25 employees in service or retail sectors

« Prefer tiered subscription pricing where features unlock at higher levels

aACE fits organizations that:

« Require a single integrated system to manage sales, production, and fulfillment

- Are looking to consolidate disparate systems (spreadsheets, custom databases) to
eliminate costly mistakes and duplicated effort

« Need real-time visibility across departments and locations

« Manage B2B relationships with custom pricing and terms

« Have workflows unique to their business model

« Appreciate the simplicity of two clear options: subscribing to the software as a service
or purchasing licenses to the solution

This report examines each platform'’s capability to help you determine which approach
best serves your business trajectory.
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2. Platform Overview
2.1 QuickBooks Overview

INTUIT
@ quickbooks

One platform
Built for growth

Your books are just the start. Unlock growth, get paid, manage teams,

Chat with sales

and do it all faster with smart tools that keep you in control.

Explore plans

Feedback

QuickBooks is first and foremost an accounting platform with multiple product editions
across online and desktop platforms, each designed for different business sizes and needs.

The platform targets small to medium-sized businesses across retail, professional services,
manufacturing, and e-commerce sectors, with Online versions suited for service
businesses and Plus/Enterprise editions for inventory-heavy operations.

Beyond software, QuickBooks provides a complete ecosystem including Live Bookkeeping
services, extensive educational resources, and the ProAdvisor network of certified
professionals, positioning itself as a comprehensive business partner.



2.2 aACE Overview

P -
(éa/%CE 20;::55: Pricing FAQs Contact Us
=

PRODUCT BUSINESS TYPE EXPLORE TESTIMONIALS SUPPORT ABOUT

IMPROVE VISIBILITY.
INCREASE VELOCITY.

Accounting, Inventory, Production,
CRM, and More in One User-Friendly
Interface to Help SMBs Operate More

ERP

Efficiently

Accounting, Sales, and Operations in a Single,
Comprehensive Solution for Browser, Mac and PC

aACE evolved from custom consulting projects into a comprehensive ERP solution shaped
by client needs over two decades, with the latest Version 6 offering enhanced speed,
usability, and browser access.

The software comes in Complete Edition (hosted solution for quick deployment) or
Enterprise Edition (maximum control and flexibility for extensive customization), both
providing the same comprehensive feature set built on the FileMaker platform. This
FileMaker foundation is a key differentiator, as it combines the user interface, business
logic, and database into a single environment, enabling rapid, cost-effective customization
unlike traditional three-tier architecture systems.

The core value lies in unifying all business operations (accounting, inventory, order
management, CRM, production, and shipping) in one seamless system that can be
precisely tailored to match unique business processes, turning your organization's unique
operational workflows into competitive advantages.




3. Shared Functionality Comparison

3.1 Financial Management & Accounting

At a Glance: Both platforms offer comprehensive accounting features, but QuickBooks
focuses on accessibility for non-accountants while aACE emphasizes departmental
integration and customization for complex business structures.

QuickBooks provides a double-entry general ledger and bank feeds that automatically
download transactions and offer Al-powered category suggestions (you still review and
approve entries to ensure accuracy). It flags potential matches and helps you resolve
possible duplicates.

The Chart of Accounts can be seeded with industry-specific templates (and, for accountants,
reusable COA templates are available) and supports custom categories plus parent-child
(sub-account) relationships.

QuickBooks supports accrual-basis reporting and, in QuickBooks Desktop, Statement Writer
can produce financial statements designed to comply with GAAP. However, GAAP compliance
ultimately depends on your accounting policies and how statements are prepared, not on
the software.

© rewws [ | (0K

Chart of accounts

< Al lists
(om0 [ER— ? & @

D NAME ACCOUNT TYPE DETAILTYPE QUICKBOOKS BALANCE BANK BALANCE ACTION

[[] Checking < Bank 2 Checking $10,044.30 $5,600.00 = View Register
D Savings & Bank o Savings $1,200.50 $2,000.00 View Register Vv
D Accounts Receiv... Accounts Receiv... Accounts Receiv... $2,331.00 View Register v
G Inventory Asset Other Current A... Inventory $1,800.00 View Register Vv
D Machinery & Equip... = Fixed Assets Machinery & Equipme $20,000.00 \ View Register v
D Undeposited funds Other Current A... Undeposited funds $868.15 View Register Vv



Its multi-currency functionality supports over 160 currencies with real-time exchange rates,
automatically handling fluctuations and maintaining separate accounts per currency
while providing consolidated reporting.

QuickBooks also maintains audit trails and security features including automated backups,
role-based access, SOX compliance support, and real-time financial reporting with
standard statements, custom report building, and automated distribution options.

Meanwhile, aACE also comes with comprehensive financial management features but has
a different approach. It treats financial management as an integrated component of the
larger ERP system, where every transaction automatically flows through to connected
modules without separate data entry or reconciliation.

It offers comprehensive financial reports that draw from unified data across all business
operations.

For example, the Chart of Accounts supports multi-entity structures with automatic inter-
company accounting, allowing businesses to maintain separate balance sheets while
viewing consolidated results in real-time.

[ J=N GL Accounts ]

:Ru:urd:loflog Edit # te 3 Printgd  Actions A

G L ACCO U ntS Sorted by Account ID

ACTIVE B~
£ Account Account Name & Account Type Cash Flow Section Balance Status
> 1000 Total Assets Assets 851,729.16 ACTIVE . A -
> 1002 Uncategorized Assets Assets Other Assets ACTIVE o~ -
> 1100 Current Assets Assets 474,824.97 ACTIVE . AN -
> 1101 Uncategorized Current Assets Assets Other Assets ACTIVE o~ -
> 1110 Total Cash Cash 361,375.26 ACTIVE o~ -
> 1114 Cash Checking (EE) Cash Cash ACTIVE o -
> 1115 Cash Checking (AT) Cash Cash 213,037.20 ACTIVE o~ -
> 1116 Cash Checking (MWRO) Cash Cash 96,720.80 ACTIVE o~ -
> 1120 Undeposited Funds - Cash/Checks Cash Cash 51,617.26 ACTIVE . A -
> 1121 Undeposited Funds - MC/Visa Cash Cash ACTIVE . b
> 1122 Undeposited Funds - Amex Cash Cash ACTIVE o~ -
> 1123 Undeposited Funds - Debit Card Cash Cash ACTIVE . A -
> 1124 Undeposited Funds - E-Check Cash Cash ACTIVE . N -
> 1200 Total Receivables Receivables 113,449.71 ACTIVE o~ -
> 1201 Uncategorized Receivables Receivables Accounts Receivable ACTIVE . N -
> 1202 Accounts Receivable Receivables Accounts Receivable 113,449.71 ACTIVE . AN =
> 1203 Uncategorized Receivables Receivables Accounts Receivable ACTIVE . b
= 1204 Due from AT (A/R) Receivables Accounts Receivable ACTIVE . A -
> 1205 Due from EE (A/R) Receivables Accounts Receivable ACTIVE . b
> 1300 Inventory Assets Inventory 376,904.19 ACTIVE o~ -
> 1301 Uncategorized Inventory Inventory Inventory ACTIVE . A -
> 1303 Work In Process Inventory Inventory ACTIVE @~ -
> 1304 Raw Materials Inventorv Inventorv ACTIVE [

Show All Constrain to B/S Accounts Constrain to I/S Accounts Related Records v ﬁ


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wl8KxaLbweU&t=294s

Built-in audit trails capture all updates automatically across every record, while financial
reports generate in real-time reflecting current data from all integrated modules, from
inventory valuations to commission calculations, providing operational context that pure
accounting systems like QuickBooks cannot match.

Financial Management Assessment: For businesses prioritizing pure accounting depth
with intelligent automation and extensive multi-currency support, QuickBooks delivers
more sophisticated financial features. For organizations needing accounting integrated

with operations to provide unified reporting across all business functions, aACE offers a
more holistic solution.




3.2 Invoicing & Billing

At a Glance: QuickBooks emphasizes ease of use with automated payment processing and
customer-friendly features, while aACE allows complex B2B billing scenarios with direct
integration with and access to orders and fulfillment.

QuickBooks offers customizable invoice templates with automated features including
customer information population, recurring invoices, multi-currency support, and real-time

tracking of when customers view invoices.

Edit Email view PDF view Payor view

INVOICE

Craig's Design and Landscaping Services
333 Easy Street
Middlefield, CA 98756

Edit company

craig@email.com

[ Stephen Stalcup

Stephen Stalcup
456 Bayshore Drive
Anywhere, CA 98765

Edit customer

Location (hidden)

# Product/Service

Invoice no.
Terms
Invoice date

Due date

Description

[12345
[1012024 B

1 ‘ Lawn Mowing

:E 2 lRockFountam

(® Add product or service

Qty Rate  Amount Tax

| v ‘ Ew front, back, and side of yard. j |Er£|ﬂ ‘:ﬂ :@Oﬂ :@O(ﬂ } Ii[

| V‘ | Original Rock Fountain by Craig's 7‘ [F@e v ‘ [; ‘ EO@ I EOEO‘ M Ii[

0

@ Manage

Payment options v
Design ~
Scheduling ~

Recurring invoice

Recurring payment

Make a recurring payment

More options (i)
Print later

Send later

Automatic invoice reminders  Manage

Invoice Reminders c
3 dayl(s) before due date (:
On due date @)
3 day(s) after due date (\‘/

Changes made here will apply to all
outstanding and future invoices.

Save v Review and Send | v
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Payment processing integrates directly, accepting credit cards, bank transfers, and digital
wallets like Apple Pay, with automatic payment matching and fraud protection, a key
differentiator for businesses serving consumers or requiring self-service payment options.

The platform handles subscription billing with automated recurring charges, customized
collection workflows based on customer segments, and sophisticated quote-to-cash
processes that convert estimates to invoices without re-entering data.

aACE integrates invoicing within the complete quote-to-cash cycle. You can manually
generate invoices or let aACE automatically generate them when inventory ships or
specific order stages complete, ensuring billing always matches actual fulfillment.

E § Record: 3of4 Newdp Edt# Deleted Printid  Actions A

Invoice: 50000 Montboro School District 02/25/2020 oPEN @

Invoice Details Notices Emails i Docs

Tiends to pay late. Raming customer of the prompt payment
Bill To * Description Epavment Comments

Maontboro School District  Sam Patel

Recur Transacti

50006 Monthoro School District Additional Info
Billing Terr Inweice Cue Pmit Expected
Met 10 2% 03/26/20 03,2620
Invoice Items
& Doy Cinch naserigtion Quantity Unit Adi otal Tax Profil
- Thit-1 Student tablet, 7" screen # = 50006 5 449.00 0.00 2,245.00 DEF
Toit-7C Student Tablet, T case & = 50006 & 229 0.00 137.94 DEF

Subtotal 2,382.94
. - Adjustment 0.00 @
Receipts (Payments) Adjustments Refunds Total 2 382,54

) Feceipt ayment R Mem Amaunt Shipping 0.00 0.00
Ta DEF 0.00  Exempt
Grand Total 2,382.94
Balance 2,382.94 100%
Sugg Disc 47.66

© + et ADer Assigned To Michael ) Bethuy lracking Status To Be Sent {:}

Payment processing supports manual entry and processor integrations, with the critical
advantage that payment status immediately affects operational workflows: failed
payments can automatically hold shipments until resolved.

The system excels at complex B2B scenarios including progress billing, inter-company
invoicing, and shipment-triggered billing, where the invoice represents one component of
a larger integrated workflow rather than a standalone money transaction between two
businesses.

12



[ N Management Preferences

aACE Management Preferences

Branding | Order Entry ‘ Billing Procurement Production Shipping

Invoice Automation

Auto-generate invoices on order open. This is rarely selected and should be left unchecked unless you have been instructed otherwise. &
v Auto-generate invoices on shipment.
v Auto-generate invoices for drop shipment purchases. Selecting this results in invoices for drop-shipped products when the vendor invoice is processed.
v Leave auto-generated invoices pending.

Append auto-generated items to pending invoices by order.

v Append auto-generated items to pending invoices by customer. Do not set this preference if the same customer may have a mix of terms or payment methods among simultaneously open orders.

Deposits

v Record payments as deposits. Selecting this causes the "Deposit” flag in the Payment Dialog to be selected by default.
Prorate depasit reversal. Select this if shipping a percentage of an order (e.g. 50%) should reverse the same percentage of the deposit.

Automatic Credit Hold

Threshold (Days Past Due)

Invoicing & Billing Assessment: For B2C transactions and businesses needing customer
self-service payment options with digital wallets, QuickBooks provides superior payment
processing. For complex B2B operations requiring invoices tied to specific shipments, multi-
stage orders, or inter-company billing, aACE delivers integrated workflows that QuickBooks
cannot match without extensive workarounds.

13



3.3 Expense Management

At a Glance: QuickBooks emphasizes automated expense capture through intelligent bank
feeds and Al-powered categorization, while aACE focuses on structured workflow-based
expense management with systematic approval processes and envelope organization.

QuickBooks is great at automating expense tracking through native bank and credit card
integration that automatically imports transactions daily.

Its Al-powered categorization learns from user behavior to intelligently sort expenses into
appropriate accounts, while customizable rules can automatically assign vendors,
categories, and even split transactions.

The mobile app's receipt capture uses OCR technology to extract data and match receipts
to imported transactions, allowing for a paperless accounting system. QuickBooks
particularly shines in tracking billable expenses, allowing users to mark costs as billable to
specific customers and easily add them to invoices later. It also provides real-time
expense visibility through dashboards and can generate detailed expense reports by
vendor, category, or project.

However, its automation-heavy approach may require manual review for accuracy, and
while it does support expense approval, it lacks the structured approval workflows to
accommodate larger organizations.

& Receipt snap
FOR REVIEW REVIEWED
Extracting info from 1 receipt >
When we're done, you can swipe to
create a new expense or attach your
receipt to an existing expense.
Last 7 days
Harry’s Hardware RECEIPT
r Job supplies $200.00

pisd ‘ 09/19/20
— | VIsA(...7066)
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On the other hand, aACE takes a more systematic approach through its "Expense Envelope”
system.

This system allows employees to create organized expense submissions that include
multiple expense items, receipts, and supporting documentation. While aACE's mobile
Expenses App also captures receipts with OCR technology, the process is more structured
— expenses must be submitted through designated envelopes that automatically transfer
into the main aACE system along with attached photos and notes.

Unlike QuickBooks' largely automated approach, aACE builds approval workflows directly
into the expense process, allowing administrators to assign specific approvers to team
members who receive notifications and can review, approve, or reject expense
submissions with comments.

Approvals Sorted by Date
Job Code Date

> 60011.2 | Some BOM BOM1 | BOM Component 1 03/23/23

> 60011.2 | Some BOM BOM2 | BOM Component 2 03/23/23

> 60011.2 | Some BOM BOM3 | BOM Component 3 03/23/23

> 60011.2 | Some BOM BOM4 | BOM Component 4 03/23/23 Notes for BOM4
> 60011.3 | No BOM BOM1 | BOM Component 1 h03!?_1.f23

> 60011.3 | No BOM BOM2 | BOM Component 2 03/23/23

> 60011.3 | No BOM BOM3 | BOM Component 3 03/23/23 BOM 3 Job 3

> 60011.3 | No BOM BOM4 | BOM Component 4 03/23/23

g

Total Cost
10.00
15.00
20.00
25.00
20.00
15.00
20.00
25.00

>

R R =
My My | M| M M| W)W WY

<

This creates a more controlled environment compared to QuickBooks' relatively open
expense entry system.




aACE's expense management also seamlessly integrates with its broader ERP capabilities,
including procurement, vendor management, and multi-entity accounting, providing more
comprehensive business process integration than QuickBooks' primarily accounting-
focused approach.

However, aACE requires more manual intervention and lacks QuickBooks' sophisticated Al-
powered automation features.

Purchase Date Office Title Azgn To Vendor ©.  Inv# Inv Date Due Date  DPD Tracking Status Sugq Disc Status
Art Supplies OPEN E

Select Purchases

60091 75422 Al Art Supplies, 1895 8f4/22 ] 1,565.65 0.00 1,565.85 =

Pay Bills

Total Payment 0.00 3

General Info

07/14/2022 1115 | Cash Checking (AT} 2,635,269.56 2,625,269.56 Cancel

Expense Management Assessment: QuickBooks is best for small to medium businesses
seeking automated, low-maintenance expense tracking with minimal manual processes,
particularly those with straightforward approval needs and heavy reliance on credit card
transactions. aACE is best for growing businesses requiring structured expense approval
workflows, comprehensive audit trails, and integrated ERP functionality, especially
organizations with multiple departments, locations, or complex approval hierarchies.

16



3.4 Basic Inventory Tracking

At a Glance: QuickBooks provides straightforward inventory tracking suitable for retail and
wholesale operations with automated reordering capabilities, while aACE delivers
sophisticated real-time inventory management with advanced allocation logic and
comprehensive multi-location support integrated across ERP workflows.

QuickBooks offers solid basic inventory management that automatically tracks quantities
as items are sold or received, updating inventory levels in real-time across the accounting
system.

= Craig's Design and Landscaping B MyExpes @ Help QL &% (
Overview All Sales Invoices Customers Deposits Products and Services
Products and Services More e

& All Lists

@1_. 0__

NAME SKU TYPE SALES DESCR SALES PRICE COST TAXABLE QTY ON HAN REORDER PO ACTION

Edit =
Fountair 241 e Rock fours ¢15¢ ) 1 Edit \\
Edit -

Edit «

1|59\ B B2
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It supports multiple inventory costing methods (FIFO, LIFO, and average cost) with
automatic cost of goods sold calculations that seamlessly integrate with financial
reporting. Users can set reorder points and receive low-stock alerts, while the system can
generate basic purchase orders when inventory falls below thresholds. QuickBooks
handles inventory valuation reports and provides integration with barcode scanning for
accuracy.

However, QuickBooks Online significantly limits multi-location capabilities (supporting only
one inventory location), while even QuickBooks Desktop's multi-location features remain
relatively basic.

It also lacks sophisticated allocation logic, meaning users can oversell items that are
physically in stock but already committed to other orders. Additionally, QuickBooks'
inventory features are designed primarily for distribution businesses rather than those with
complex supply chain or manufacturing needs.

But that's where aACE comes in.

aACE provides comprehensive inventory management that far exceeds QuickBooks'
capabilities even in basic functionality.

It includes sophisticated allocation logic that distinguishes between physical stock and
available-to-sell quantities, preventing overselling by accounting for items already
committed to incomplete orders. Unlike QuickBooks' limited location support, aACE offers
full multi-warehouse management with bin-level tracking, automated transfer workflows
between locations, and the ability to maintain separate reorder points per location.

o220 Line Item Codes a
@ = § Record: 10f1 Newds Edit# Deleted® Print/d Actions X'
Code: SW-HIS1 History Mystery: Grade 1 ACTIVE @
Inventoried Item l Setup 1 Notice Tasks [% Emalls N4 Docs @
General Info Unit Info Default Value for Order Item Addt'l Info
Type Est Unit Cost Price NetWt  Gross Wt L w H  EstShip Cost Award-winning educational software for ages 6+. b
Software 19.97 34.95 0.2 6 5.25 0.3 4.99
Manufacturer Mfr Part # MSRP SKU MOQ Sale Case Qty UOM
34.99 3291955wW 50 Each
Inventory Balances Options Custom Prices (1) Vendors (2) I Inventory Management Photos
Inventory Repleni for Offices Default Bins

Office On Hand Available Total % of Target Target Replenish Method From Office Default Bin Return Bin

> Al 75 75 75 100% 75 30 Procure - TXTEMP N - Al WH-1E C-AI &
- EE 0 0 Procure > TXTEMP b - EE
- MWRO 0 0 Procure TXTEMP x MWRO
X
Inventory Replenish for Independently M d Bins Inventory Setup
Bin On Hand Available Total % of Target Target Replenish Method From Cycle Next Serial

~ TRUCK-1 0% 0 0 Procure TXTEMP b e

Track by Mfr Lot Serialized
Perishable Discontinued

Special Order Drop Ship
75 75 75
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Its automated reordering goes beyond QuickBooks' basic alerts by actually generating
purchase orders to preferred vendors, calculating optimal order quantities to reach target
stock levels while considering lead times and minimum order requirements. aACE also
handles landed costs more comprehensively than QuickBooks, accurately capturing true
product costs including freight, duties, and other additional expenses across complex
supply chains.

The platform integrates inventory management deeply with procurement, shipping, and
even production workflows, providing visibility that QuickBooks cannot match. aACE also
includes mobile applications for inventory counting and picking operations, creating a
more complete warehouse management experience compared to QuickBooks' primarily
desktop-based approach.

Note: aACE's inventory capabilities extend far beyond the basic tracking covered here. See
Section 5: aACE-Exclusive Features for advanced inventory management capabilities
including lot/serial tracking, multi-location warehousing, barcode scanning workflows,
and production integration.

Basic Inventory Tracking Assessment: QuickBooks is best for small retail or wholesale
businesses seeking simple, automated inventory tracking with minimal complexity,
particularly those using primarily single-location operations and standard distribution
models. aACE is best for growing businesses requiring accurate real-time inventory
allocation, multi-location management, and integrated supply chain workflows, especially
those planning to scale operations or needing sophisticated inventory control.
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3.5 CRM Functionality

At a Glance: QuickBooks has basic customer management integrated with accounting
functions, focused on transaction tracking and payment history, while aACE offers a
comprehensive CRM platform designed specifically for complex B2B sales cycles and
holistic customer relationship management.

QuickBooks treats customer management as an extension of its accounting core, with
basic customer records that capture only essential contact information, transaction
history, and payment status.

This works well if you primarily need to track who owes money and payment patterns, but
it's problematic for companies requiring relationship management. The platform's
customer records are transaction-centric, lacking tools for sales pipeline management,
lead nurturing, or opportunity tracking.

QuickBooks recognizes these limitations and offers native integrations with established
CRM platforms like Salesforce and HubSpot, helping you maintain accounting in
QuickBooks while handling customer relationships in specialized tools.

However, this creates data silos and requires managing multiple platforms, increasing
costs and complexity.

On the other hand, aACE has a comprehensive CRM ecosystem that rivals standalone CRM

platforms while maintaining tight integration with its ERP functionality.

20



[ JON ] Companies a

Company: Full STEAM Charter School (50006) ACTIVE @
W Sales & Marketing | Customer Details | Vendor Details | Finance & Accounting 4 Notices Tasks % Emails Bd Docs @

Company Info o e Contact Info Other Info

Type Phone Alt Phone Group Subgroup

Customer (555) 968-5234 Charter Schools K-12

Office Address Residential Fax Phone / Fax Format Parent Company >

804 Rene Rd. (555) 968-6700 (#E#) BBR-BREH
Email Referral Company =
TESTemailForFullSteamCharter@FSC-aacedemo.org = Brightside Charter School

City State / Prov Postal Code Web Address Referral Contact >

Kingston CA 90310 FullSteamCharter.edu =2 Caroline Tanis

Country Postal Format Email Format (using "John Q Public™) 0 Referral Team Member > Other Referral

United States American

Contacts (2) | Locations (2) Linked Contacts Linked Companies Lists (2)

ﬂ Contact Name Tide Phone Default Status AV
- Martin Morris Athletic Director (555) 968-5234 [ ] i
> Tina J Rivera Principal (555) 968-4174 -y .

It manages the complete sales lifecycle from initial lead capture through deal closure, with

pipeline tracking that includes probability-weighted forecasting and automatic conversion
from quotes to orders.

Unlike QuickBooks' customer records, aACE supports detailed lead management with note-

taking capabilities, action item tracking, and next-step reminders that help you act on
opportunities.

[ LN Leads B
E 4 Record: 1of2 MHewde Edt# DocteM Pt Actions A
Lead: 60033 | Cognitio 08/11/22 oPen @
Lead Details Quote Generation Tashsli  Emalsil  Doosd
(Prospective) Customer [ comments and Next Steps
Dm_;rwn Samuel.}amm lr‘ss—iu-ﬁmg
ch: & qlotlnsm@mqnﬁo.com =
Opportunity
S-Ik:s Inquiry = Normal E,DUOI.D:J . I?IS‘N:
wansm ;Rx!‘a'ral 0000 F.-;:llhw;up nsus;zz l -ng,'m.r;z

Ordars & Quotes (1) Tasks Team

P> 60243 20% Off Tablet Accessories Quote - 479.93 74590  42% ss043 @ X -



The system's commission management particularly stands out, offering flexible structures
including team member rates, product-specific commissions, volume incentives, and
referral percentages — all calculated automatically without external spreadsheets.

While QuickBooks requires manual commission tracking or third-party tools, aACE handles
complex commission scenarios natively, from individual sales rep rates to referral
company percentages. aACE also includes campaign management tools with template
assignment and transaction tracking, providing marketing attribution that QuickBooks
can’t match.

This comprehensive approach means you can manage your entire customer relationship
within one platform.

CRM Functionality Assessment: QuickBooks is best for small businesses with
straightforward customer relationships who primarily need transaction tracking integrated
with accounting, and who don't mind using separate CRM tools for more complex
relationship management. aACE is best for B2B companies with complex sales cycles,
multiple stakeholders in deals, commission-based sales teams, and marketing campaigns
that require sophisticated tracking and attribution throughout the entire customer lifecycle.




3.6 Reporting & Analytics

At a Glance: QuickBooks provides standard financial reporting with pre-built templates
designed for typical business accounting needs, while aACE offers granular data
architecture that enables highly flexible, multi-dimensional financial statements tailored to
complex business structures.

QuickBooks delivers essential financial reporting through familiar formats including profit
& loss statements, balance sheets, and cash flow reports that serve most businesses’
regulatory and operational requirements.

It's great at generating reports that business owners need — tracking cash flow for
decision-making, preparing data for tax filing, and monitoring key performance indicators
like accounts receivable aging and expense trends. Meanwhile, its custom report building
allows users to modify existing templates and create basic variations, though the
underlying data structure limits how extensively reports can be segmented or combined.

For businesses operating as single entities with straightforward accounting needs,
QuickBooks provides sufficient reporting depth without overwhelming complexity.

Eusinesscverdien =4 Craig's Design and Landscaping 8. My Experts @ Help Q G @ e

Reports

Performance Reports Performance center ([

center

Reports Performance center Quick add charts +Add new chart
(® See how it works - 1:26s | Take a tour
Planner
A (® Industry: Power and Communica... | Revenue: $2 M- $5 M | Location: 92129 within 25 miles | Accounting: accrual basis 40f25 charscreated £ Give feedback
EXPENSES BY ACCOUNT : NET PROFIT VS INDUSTRY BENCHMARKS
This year to date v \ This quarter w
$39,540 $83,492.36
Expenses Total net profit — Net Profit  ==Industry benchmark
$25k $oK
$20k $7K ,/'\.
$15k = ®

.
$10k 33K
$5k - $1K
0 0

68450 Utilties 66550 Repairs 65100 Office Supplies APR MAY JUN

TOTAL GROSS PROFIT OVER TIME : MULTI GROUP PP
This quarter » Last quarter w

$8,766.00 $18,085.00

Total gross profit mGrossProfit  m GrossProfit(previous period) Total expenses

— Expenses -- Expenses (previous to last quarter)
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On the other hand, aACE approaches reporting through a fundamentally different data
architecture where every general ledger entry contains granular details including office,
department, entity number, and business unit information.

This structure enables extraordinarily flexible financial statement generation — users can

create income statements for individual offices, multiple offices within the same entity, or
consolidated reports across different legal entities.

LN General Ledger A

®
@ = B Newsdh  Edi#  Deleted Printd  Actions

General Ledger sy e #

11122024 B -
&= Account Transaction ID Date Office Dept Code . Order PO Debit Credit Debit Balance Status
Entity #1
= 1202 = INV-60000 # 11712724 Al Al-AR 1,500.00 1,500.00 OPEN ®ox -
> 2202 > INV-60000 A 1171224 Al AL-AfR = W5-55A-C 1,000.00 1,000.00 CR OPEN . AN -
> 4999 > INV-60000 & 11/12/24 AL AL-AJR > AD] 500.00 500.00 CR OPEN ®ox -
> 1120 > RCPT-60000 A 11/1224 AL 1,500.00 1,500.00 OPEN . A =
> 1202 > RCPT-60000 & 11/12f24 AL AL-AJR 1,500.00 1,500.00 CR OPEN . A -
= 2101 = PUR-60000 A 11/12724 AL AL 11,0:00.00 11,000.00 CR OPEN o~ -
> 7002 = PUR-60000 & 1112124 Al AL > OFF-RENT 10,000.00 10,000.00 OPEN . AN -
> 1252 = PUR=-60000 & 11/12/24 AL AL > OFF-RENT 1,000.00 1,000.00 OPEN . AN -
= 1115 > GJ-60000 # s A 1,500.00 1,50000 oPEN @ A -
> 1120 > GJ-60000 # 1112124 N 1,500.00 1,500.00 CR OPEN ®ox -
Entity #1 15,500.00 15,500.00 0.00
Entity #2
= 4002 > INV-60000 & 11712724 EE EE-Works > WS-55A-C 1,000.00 1,000.00 CR OPEN . AN -
> 1251 > INV-60000 & 11/12/24  EE EE-Works > WS5-SSA-C 1,000.00 1,000.00 OPEN o~ -
= 7002 > PUR-60000 # 111224 EE EE > OFF-RENT 3 1,000.00 1,000.00 OPEN ®oF -
> 2201 = PUR-60000 & 1112124 EE EE > OFF-RENT 1,000.00 1,000.00 CR. OPEN . AN =
Enl:lty- #2 2,000.00 zmooT 000 ) |
List Totals 17,500.00 17,500.00 0.00

Show All Constrain to B/S Accounts Constrain to /S Accounts Constrain to Inventoried Items | Omit Inventoried Items More Finds w Related Records a-

The platform goes far beyond standard financial reporting by allowing statements filtered
by sales representatives, order types, customer groups, specific states (crucial for varying
tax requirements), or even marketing campaigns.

Unlike QuickBooks' template-based approach, aACE performs real-time queries against
this granular data structure, meaning a single business can generate an income
statement for their Louisiana operations to meet specific state tax requirements, or analyze
profitability across their welding department spanning three different legal entities.

However, this flexibility comes with increased complexity — while reports can be extensively
customized, significant modifications typically require programming expertise rather than
simple drag-and-drop editing.




Reporting & Analytics Assessment: QuickBooks is best for businesses with standard
reporting needs who want reliable, easy-to-generate financial statements without
extensive customization requirements, while aACE is best for complex organizations with

multiple entities, locations, or departments that need highly granular reporting capabilities

and the flexibility to analyze business performance across various dimensions and
combinations.
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3.7 Time Tracking & Employee Management

At a Glance: QuickBooks Time offers comprehensive standalone time tracking with robust
mobile capabilities, while aACE integrates time tracking directly into project and
production workflows.

QuickBooks offers QuickBooks Time that seamlessly integrates with QuickBooks
accounting, automatically flowing employee hours to payroll and project accounting.

It supports project-based tracking and enables employees to switch between job codes
throughout the day, with mobile apps providing GPS tracking, offline functionality, and
manager approval capabilities from any location. You can log billable and non-billable
time.

Add time X

Team member

Jane Doe | ~
Entry type

@ Start and end time Duration
Currently working
Start date Start time Total

41672024 B8 | | 0a:31PM ~ -
Customer / Project (O

Asran's Photography Studic |~
Service o

Double Install | %

Billable ®

Notes

Installed double doors at residence
Time zone

Central Time (US & Canada) N
Cancel Save w

Integration with QuickBooks Payroll Premium and Elite enables automated compensation
calculations and client billing with detailed hour breakdowns, creating seamless workflows
from time entry to payment.
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aACE also integrates time tracking throughout the ERP system, connecting it directly to
jobs, tasks, and operational workflows.

Mobile time entry through the iOS app enables field workers to track time against specific
projects, with all entries automatically updating job costs and resource utilization across
the system.

0:39 50000 aACME Education Solutions, Inc.

1:02 500022 Electronic Whiteboard, mounted

Gather Comgaonants

2:01 50000.1 Quarterly Inventory Count

Cuartardy Imaontony Count

1:5p 50003 Shea Township School District

6:22 Total

Temeshesl Noles

| MNeaded to leave early today for a Dr appt.

Previous Maxl é




While aACE doesn't process payroll internally (requiring integration with external providers),
its strength lies in connecting time to broader operational contexts, showing how labor hours
impact production schedules, project profitability, and resource allocation in real-time.

Time Tracking Assessment: QuickBooks Time wins for comprehensive time tracking, with
mobile flexibility and seamless payroll integration. aACE excels when time tracking must
integrate with production schedules and operational workflows where time is one
component of larger business processes.




3.8 Purchase Order Management

At a Glance: Both platforms offer comprehensive purchase order management, the
difference is that QuickBooks focuses specifically on financial workflow while aACE allows
broader operational integration with inventory and production.

QuickBooks' purchase orders work directly with the inventory management system
described in section 3.4, Basic Inventory Tracking.

You can manually add inventory items to a purchase order, or set up automatic purchase
order generation once the stock runs out. QuickBooks will then generate a purchase order,

and you'll be able to send it to your supplier.

Mailing address Ship to Purchase Order date PO no.
Alex Blakey v 30/09/2022 1009
Blakey's Bin Liners
45 Chart of Accounts Rd.

Midtown Shipping address Ship via
Corner Bakery
Franchini 276

Alta Gracia, Cérdoba 5186 AR

> Category details Amounts are | Exclusiveof Tax ¥

¥ Item details

# PRODUCT/SERVICE SKU DESCRIPTION QTY  RATE AMOUNT TAX (@) CUSTOMER

1 Catering 341253 Vanilla Cake 1 150 150.00 5.0% |

2 Cake 142563 Red Velvet Cake 1 50 50.00 5.0% i

3 i1
Add lines Clear all lines Subtotal 200.00

Your message to supplier

Total 200.00

Memo

Attachments  Maximum size: 20MB

Save and new

Save and send

Show existing
Cancel \ g Save Save and sond
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A key differentiator is that aACE treats vendors as companies within the unified contact
management system, maintaining consistent information across customers and suppliers
without separate databases (a major advantage over QuickBooks, where many
businesses struggle with maintaining separate vendor and customer records for the same
entity).

Three-way matching with immediate inventory updates ensures accuracy even with
partial deliveries, automatically handling complex scenarios like returns and allowances. It
works across three documents: the purchase order, receiving inventory, and the vendor
invoice. dACE issues a Purchase Order, the user records the Goods Receipt when inventory
arrives, and the vendor invoice is entered as a Purchase in the system.

ece Orders
& = § Record: 70f7 Newdk FEdt# Deleted Print/d  Actions A
Order: 60010 @ Brightside Charter School 10/12/23 oPEN @
Sales Order m Job Costs & Approvals Notices Tasks @ Emails B Docs

Overview Procurement = Production Shipping & Receiving Inwvoicing Tasks & Preferences

Code Description & BO DS SO Ordered Procured Produced Shipped Invoiced Ordered Invoiced Remain

TB-FRNCH3 JApprends: I Learn v v 15 0f1. 0/15 0/15 513.00 0.00 513.00 ©
&

Subtotal 513.00 0.00 513.00

Adjustment 0.00 0.00 0.00

Total 513.00 0.00 513.00

Shipping 98.84 0.00 98.84

Tax 0.00 0.00 0.00

Grand Total 611.84 0.00 611.84

Order Balance 611.84

A/R Balance 0.00
Payment Due 611.84 @

Asgn By MIB Asgn To MIB 1| Tracking Status O
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Another key strength is demand-driven purchasing.

Purchase orders automatically generate from sales orders that require inventory or
production jobs that need materials, ensuring purchasing decisions reflect actual demand
rather than estimates. Note that auto-generated POs are left in Pending status until they're
processed by an employee to prevent the system from sending out orders by itself.

In addition, aACE streamlines complex purchasing scenarios such as drop shipments and
special orders. Drop shipments allow vendors to send products directly to customers
without passing through your warehouse, while special orders ensure items are routed
through your facilities for inspection or repackaging before delivery. By automating these
processes, aACE reduces manual data entry and keeps fulfillment accurate and efficient.

[ ] Orders a
Newsh Edit# Deleted Printis Actions A

oren @

4 Record: 16 of 16

Order: 50065 Southglen High School 01/07/2019

Sales Order Management Job Costs & Approvals Notices Emails Bd Docs @

Bill To =]+ Ship To =]+ 3 Activities & Comments

Customer (Bill To) > Contact > Ship To Company >  Use Bill To Ship To Contact >

Southglen High School Nikki Huang Southglen High School Nikki Huang

AR Balance >  Credit Available Rate Card > Delivery Type Courler Service
628.60 Not Applicable

Sales Rep > Customer PO # Billing Terms Disc % Courier Account # Shipping Terms ~ FOB

MH 6475 Net 30

Description Additional Info

Thank you for your business! e

Order Items

Line Ttem Code Description Quantity BC} DS SO Unit Price Adjustment Extended Price Total Tax Profile
1 > Tech-201 Multimedia Projector * 6 X 628.60 0.00 628.60 3,771.60 NY2017 =
Subtotal 3,771.60
Adjustment 0.00
+ +
Sales Fulfillment Total 3,771.60
Lead > Acct Manager >  Referral Company > Ffmt Priority Start Date End (Delivery)  Job > Shipping 0.00 000 X pso
Normal 01/07/19 01/21/19 Tax NY2017 259.30  Exempt
Campaign > Type Route Source Grand Total 4,030.90
Sales Phane Referral 3 Payment Due 4,030.90 @

o # Dept AI Assigned By Caitlin Nascher Assigned To Mara Harvey Tracking Status Open Order a-
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https://aacesoft.com/drop-shipping-and-special-orders-made-easy-with-aace/

Purchase Order Management Assessment: Both platforms provide comprehensive
purchase order management with three-way matching and financial controls. QuickBooks
offers strong approval workflows for financial management. aACE provides superior
operational integration, automatically generating purchase orders from actual demand
while updating all connected systems in real-time.




3.9 Multi-Entity/Multi-Company Support

At a Glance: aACE is built for managing multiple entities across many locations, while
QuickBooks solves this with separate company files and records.

QuickBooks handles multi-entity support through separate company files for each entity,
with the Desktop version (only available on the enterprise plan) allowing multiple files per
installation while Online requires separate subscriptions.

Inter-company transactions require manual recording in both entities'’ files, maintaining
detailed records but lacking automation for routine transfers or shared expenses.

Consolidated reporting involves exporting data from each file and manually combining
with elimination entries, functional for simple structures but increasingly cumbersome as
entity count grows.

The separate file approach ensures legal and tax compliance but reflects QuickBooks'
small business focus where multi-entity operations are less common.

aACE natively supports multiple entities because of the way that it's built.

It allows tracking sales, inventory, and finances separately by entity while providing real-
time consolidated views without synchronization issues.

Inter-company transactions flow automatically with matching entries created when
entities transact, keeping books balanced without manual journal entries or month-end
reconciliations. Real-time consolidation provides instant visibility across all entities with
automatic eliminations, while multi-location inventory enables transfers between entities
with proper tax handling based on geography.

This integrated approach particularly benefits organizations with complex structures:
manufacturing companies with multiple plants, distributors with regional warehouses, or
service companies with branch offices operating efficiently within one system.
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Multi-Entity Support Winner: aACE by a significant margin. Its native multi-entity
architecture with automatic inter-company transactions and real-time consolidation far
exceeds QuickBooks' separate file approach. QuickBooks works well for a single entity but
requires you to switch to the enterprise plan as organizational complexity grows and even
still comes short against aACE.




4. QuickBooks-Exclusive Features

4.1 Ecosystem & Integrations

The QuickBooks App Store represents one of the industry's most comprehensive business
application marketplaces, featuring hundreds of verified applications that undergo strict
integration standards and security requirements.

This ecosystem spans everything from inventory management and e-commerce to field
service and manufacturing, enabling businesses to build customized technology stacks
without sacrificing integration quality.

The Intuit product ecosystem creates powerful synergies: TurboTax integration streamlines
tax preparation with automatic data import, while QuickBooks Capital leverages financial
data for fast funding, demonstrating how data flows seamlessly between applications.

Get customers

Get paid

Get capital
Manage workforce

> Access advice

Be compliant and organised

Manage business
Manage sales

Manage data
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The ProAdvisor network adds human expertise with thousands of certified professionals

providing industry-specific guidance, strategic planning, and comprehensive business
advisory services beyond just software support.

The drawback of this approach is that you need to rely on add-ons when your company
grows, making it more expensive and cumbersome to manage your entire business.

4.2 Payroll Processing

QuickBooks offers robust built-in payroll capabilities that eliminate separate payroll

software, automatically calculating pay and taxes while ensuring compliance with federal,
state, and local requirements through integrated tax filing that reduces penalty risks.

Employee self-service through the Workforce Mobile App provides 24/7 access to pay

information with same-day direct deposit for Premium and Elite users, reducing HR
inquiries while maintaining security.

nTuir

P guickbooks = Craig's Design and Landscaping 8 My Experts Q i:@} @ Help Q
BOOKMARKS PaerI I

+ Add k Benefits
_‘,

)
Benefits for every
budget

Attract and retain top talent while saving time with
automatic deductions

( 4
7 s

S|
Payroll Cejl Health insurance e

Help your team save in 2024: Pay no plan fees for 3 months

en & (k) with G eline e a ay an fee:
Take care of your team with Allstate Health Solutions’ affordable and Open a 401(k) with Guideline by Dec. 31, 2023, and pay no plan fees for 3
months. 2 Terms and conditions apply
flexible healthcare packages. We'll manage payroll deductions
® Over 200+ nationwide and local carriers e
Find cost-effective insurance options for you and your team & 401(k) retirement plan

Expert support, just a phone call away S U 58451000 ki GG
,000 in tax credi

Compare plans, apply for coverage, and get ongoing support

and admin costs offset for 3 years.!
Supplemental coverage, at no cost to you nd admi t y

Offer your team the option to add on dental and vision coverage

e time with av
you open a plan throug
m Q’ Talk toam expert

Integration with QuickBooks accounting creates seamless workflows where time data flows

automatically to payroll calculations, supporting various pay structures while posting
expenses directly to appropriate ledger accounts without manual entries.




4.3 Banking Integration

QuickBooks maintains direct connectivity with thousands of financial institutions
worldwide, continuously expanding partnerships to ensure reliable data flow with bank-
level security.

Automatic transaction matching employs learning algorithms that improve accuracy over
time, identifying patterns and suggesting categorizations while rules automate
classification for common transactions.

QuickBooks Money provides integrated business banking where all transactions
automatically record in the accounting system, offering real-time cash flow visibility with
mobile deposits and bill pay directly within the platform.
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5. aAGE-Exclusive Features

0.1 Integrated ERP Capabilities

aACE's Production Capabilities track every manufacturing step in one system, supporting
bills of materials, job tracking, and automatic purchase order generation for components,
with finished items flowing directly to inventory with all costs captured.

Inter-Office Accounting automatically records appropriate entries when entities share
resources or expenses, eliminating the month-end reconciliation headaches common with
separate accounting systems.

Advanced Order Management workflows can handle multi-step processes beyond simple
pick-pack-ship, managing partial shipments, backorders, kit assembly, and custom
packaging while automatically updating all connected systems from inventory to
customer communications.

Drop-Ship Automation eliminates manual coordination by automatically sending
customer information to vendors while maintaining visibility throughout the process, with
all parties staying informed through system updates.

-
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9.2 Advanced Inventory Management

aACE offers enterprise-grade inventory capabilities that go far beyond basic stock
tracking, providing sophisticated lot traceability, multi-location management, and
automated warehouse operations that scale with your business.

Comprehensive Lot and Serial Number Tracking ensures complete product traceability
throughout your supply chain.

aACE captures and maintains detailed records from receipt through final delivery,
automatically linking serial numbers or lot identifiers to purchase orders, production jobs,
and sales orders. This creates an unbreakable chain of custody invaluable for quality
control, recalls, or compliance audits.

[ N ] Inventory Lots

) = % Record: 10f301 Newdls  Edit# Delete3 Print&  Actions

Inventory Lots

= Lot Code Transaction ID Date Office  Ref #(s) Lot Qty Lot Value Curr Qty ~Curr Value Accr Value Status
> 50013 > HP-PPS-IAI > JOB-50000.1 11/06/19 AL 10 0.00 6 0.00 0.00 OPEN . x
> 50030 > BOM-ZT-W > PO-50001 01/13/20 MWRO 4,000 40.00 2,994 29.94 0.00 OPEN . bl
= 50126 > BOM-ZT-W = PO-50054 09/04/20 EE 5,000 50.00 795 7.95 0.00 OPEN . b
> 50142 > TBLT-STYP > PO-50078 11/12/20 AL 50 249.50 7 34.93 0.00 OPEN . b
> 50224 > HP-300 > PO-50121 03/26/21 AL 1896546,1896547, 7 1,400.00 5 1,000.00 0.00 OPEN . b
> 50228 > PAINT-BPS > JOB-50270.1 04/16/21 AL 250 0.00 5 0.00 0.00 OPEN . b
> 50268 > TB-LITSET-4bk > JOB*EOZSL]. 05/14/21 AL 80 0.00 1] 0.00 0.00 OPEN . »
> 50271 > TECH-003 > JOB-50300.1 05/21/21 AL 586512-586531 20 23,750.00 5 5,937.50 0.00 OPEN . bl
> 50308 > HP-300-T > PO-50167 06/04/21 AL 4281669 40 1,000.00 10 250.00 0.00 OPEN . b
> 50344 > PEN-SPF > PO-50184 07/09/21 AL 6 1,968.00 1 328.00 0.00 OPEN . b
> 50425 > TBLT-STYG > PO-50203 08/20/21 AL 41 204.59 23 114.77 0.00 OPEN . bl
> 50426 > TBLT-STYP > PO-50203 08/20/21 AL 41 204.59 36 179.64 0.00 OPEN . b
> 50428 > TBLT-STYY = PO-50203 08/20/21 AL 46 229.54 13 64.87 0.00 OPEN . bl
> 50429 > WKEK-CUR > PO-50204 08/20/21 AL 58 232.00 15 60.00 0.00 OPEN . »
> 50453 > PEN-SPF > PO-50219 09/10/21 AL 20 6,560.00 20 6,560.00 0.00 OPEN . b
> 50490 > TB-MTH?7 > PO-50245 10/15/21 AL 75 1,874.25 35 874.65 0.00 OPEN . bl
> 50509 > TBLT-STYB > PO-50255 11/05/21 AL 40 199.60 30 149.70 0.00 OPEN . x
> 50538 > WKBK-FRNCH3 > PO-50281 12/17/21 AL 115 2,298.85 40 799.60 0.00 OPEN . A
> 50545 > WKEK-CUR > PO-50286 12/17/21 AL 60 240.00 60 240.00 0.00 OPEN . bl
> 50548 = TBLT-STYR = PO-50287 12/21/21 AL 80 359.20 18 89.82 0.00 OPEN . AN
> 50558 > HP-300-T > PO-50296 01/14/22 AL 18326,17395 40 1,000.00 30 750.00 0.00 OPEN . b
> 50560 > CR30222 > PO-50301 01/26/22 AL 014403,014404 6 1,260.00 6 1,260.00 0.00 OPEN . bl
Show All Find Open Inventory Lots | Related Records w ﬂ
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Manufacturing businesses can trace which raw material lots went into specific finished
products, while distributors can instantly identify which customers received items from a
particular supplier batch.

Independently Managed Bins and Hub-Spoke Architecture represent cutting-edge
capabilities introduced in aACE 6.

aACE supports service trucks with independent inventory levels — such as a truck
operating in

Alaska while the main office remains in Alabama. The system automatically generates
purchase orders directly to the truck’s location or creates transfer orders from the central
warehouse. Setting up "Truck Number Two" as an independently managed bin enables
separate replenishment logic, reorder points, and ship-to addresses, supporting complex
distribution networks while maintaining centralized visibility.

Departments (8) | Team Members (51) | Inventory Bins (27) |

Bin Name Abbr Type Replenishment Ship-Te Location (Company) Default Non-Net Clearing Transit Status
Warehouse Aisle 4, Bin D + WH-4D Bin ]
Warehouse Aisle 5, Bin A # WH-5A Bin F ]
Warehouse Aisle 5, Bin B # WH-5B Bin [ ]
Warehouse Aisle 5, Bin C # WH-5C Bin [ [
Warehouse Aisle 5, Bin D # WH-5D Bin

Warehouse Aisle 6, Bin A + WH-6A Bin

Warehouse Aisle 6, Bin B + WH-6B Bin

Warehouse Aisle 6, Bin C + WH-6C Bin

Warehouse Aisle 6, Bin D # WH-6D Bin

Service Truck !




Advanced Warehouse Operations leverage mobile technology and bin management.

The system supports multi-level location tracking with specialized bin types including
transit bins for inter-location transfers, non-nettable bins for returned items awaiting
inspection, and clearing bins that flag exception transactions requiring management
attention.

Mobile apps with barcode scanning ensure picking accuracy and help streamline cycle
counts, turning warehouse operations from paper-based to real-time digital workflows.

Mobile Workforce Enablement extends inventory management through purpose-built iOS
applications.

The Inventory Counter app streamlines physical counts with barcode scanning, while the
Pick app guides staff through optimized routes with scan verification. These tools reduce
errors, increase productivity, and ensure accuracy without expensive specialized hardware.




9.3 Production Management

Job Costing tracks all production costs at the job level with hierarchical structures for
complex projects, providing complete profitability analysis across materials, labor, freight,

duties, and additional charges.

Supporting FIFO, LIFO, and specific unit costing methods, aACE enables auditing cost
changes down to individual transactions. Real-time cost updates protect margins by
alerting management when vendor price increases affect profitability, while automated
cost rolling ensures pricing strategies remain current with market changes.

Progress Billing enables milestone-based invoicing with percentage or fixed-dollar
installments, tracking cumulative billing against project totals while maintaining accurate
revenue recognition throughout project lifecycles.

[ ] @ Jobs - 2 *]
= § Record: 1001 Newde Edt# Deleted Priti@  Actions A
. n -
Job: 50554.1 Student Tablet Bundle, 9" Screen OPEN @ ©
Production Job ks (% i
Job Info Production
Normal 06/24/22 3:20PM 07/04/22 3:20 PM TELT-BUNDLE-9 | Student Tablet Bundle, 9" 17 17 ']
Order Info Job Costs
50554 Secaucus School District Normal BOM-ZT-W | White Zip Ties 850 850
06/24/22 320 o7/o4/22 5:00 PM TBLT-9 | Student Tablet, 9° Screen 425 425
tomer (B ( - TBLT-9C | Student Tablet, 9° Case 425 425
Mara Harvey Secaucus School Jennifer Madison TBLT-95P Student Tablet, 9" Screen 425 425 .
Job Cost Entry
Job Description Related Jobs (2 Tasks
The assembly process for our student tablet dassroom bundie. + R - A 1 o
Gather Components # ALFFMT  Evan Phillips ®
Assemble Tablet Bundie # AI-FFMT Ned Walker by
Inspection #+ AI-QA Allen Wright Ly
Preferences
X o or voiding 3 task will mark the nest task incomplete
W Auto-close job when al tasks are complete or void
3 Apply remaining production quantity when job is dosed
+ ALFFMT L NW Gather Comporents + 50554 Secaucus School District
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Task dependencies ensure proper sequencing with automatic schedule adjustments

rippling through related tasks, orchestrating complex projects without manual
coordination.

Production Integration and Assembly Management seamlessly connects inventory with
manufacturing operations.

Bill of materials management automatically reserves component inventory for production
jobs, tracks material consumption in real-time, and updates finished goods upon
completion.

aACE handles assembly and disassembly scenarios while supporting material
requirements planning (MRP) for forecasting component needs and automatically
generating purchase orders when production schedules identify shortages.




9.4 Advanced Scheduling & Calendar

DayBack integration transforms aACE into a visual scheduling powerhouse, displaying
dates from tasks, shipments, jobs, and orders in one color-coded calendar with drag-and-
drop functionality that updates all related records automatically.

Resource Management through visual calendaring shows availability across people,
equipment, and materials, preventing double-booking of vehicles, equipment, rooms, and
personnel while identifying bottlenecks and optimizing utilization across the organization
through visual time-slot management.

Calendars Filters Settings 4
JU|y 201 9 Print Day ~ Week ~ Horizon Resource ~ Share ~ =
€ Today & RefreshT
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Q" e ' 1 2 3| 4 5 6
Status Filters
1
| |
7 8 9 1GI 1 12 13
i
14 15 16 Today 17| 18 19 20

District - LEAD #50000

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

Meanwhile, the Horizon view provides Gantt chart functionality where dragging tasks
automatically adjusts dependent activities, helping identify bottlenecks and balance
workloads while maintaining direct connections to actual work orders and inventory

availability.
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6. Workflow Automation

6.1 Rule-Based Automation

QuickBooks automates repetitive tasks through bank rules for transaction categorization,
recurring transaction generation, advanced pricing rules in Desktop Enterprise, and
scheduled communications, streamlining operations while maintaining accuracy.

aACE supports automation across every stage of operations, from triggering approvals
and sending signature requests to generating invoices and fulfillment tasks. One example
of rule-based automation is Task Groups, which let businesses create templates for their
recurring workflows. Standard processes such as production, fulfillment, or inspections can
be defined once and then automatically applied whenever those jobs are created,
ensuring tasks are completed consistently and on schedule. With Task Anchoring, if one
step in the workflow is delayed, the dependent tasks automatically shift to maintain
accuracy across the timeline. This keeps operations moving smoothly without the need for
constant manual rescheduling.

[¢] [ ] Task Groups a
= & Record:40f5 Newsh Edit## Deleted PrintE  Actions A
Task Group: Electronic Whiteboard Refurbishment Process (WBRFB) ACTIVE @
Task Group Details | Notices Emails B Docs @
Task Group Info Description
Type Our standard process for refurbishing electronic whiteboards.
Item Assembly
Task Group Items
StartOn  End On Labor Budget
Task Type Task Title Desc Dept To Anchor Day Hr Day Hr Line Item Code Qty PO Budget
1 Fulfillment Gather Components = AL-FFMT 5 0 0 1 0 =>LPRD 2 50.00 .
2 Fulfillment Test Whiteboard = AL-FFMT PTE 0 0 3 0 =>LPRD 8 200.00
3 Fulfillment Disassemble Whiteboard = AI-FFMT PTE 0 0 2 0 =>LPRD 4.5 112.50
4 Fulfillment Replace Faulty Components = AL-FFMT PTE 0 0 2 0 =>LPRD 3 75.00
5 Fulfillment Reassemble Whiteboard = AI-FFMT PTE 0 0 5 0 =>LPRD 6 150.00
6 Fulfillment Inspection = AI-FFMT AW PTE 0 0 1 0 =>LPRD & 12.50
7 Fulfillment Prep for Shipping = Al-Shipping KH PTE 0 0 1 0 =>LPRD .25 6.25
Fixed 0.00
Variable 606.25
Total Budget 606.25
Length 15 Days, 0 Hrs 4 5

0 +


https://aacesoft.com/automate-your-essential-workflows-with-aace-task-groups/

6.2 Integration Capabilities

QuickBooks' integration architecture centers on the app marketplace and APl ecosystem.

The platform provides REST APIs enabling custom integrations with external systems. Pre-
built connectors in the app store cover major business categories from e-commerce to
field service. Webhooks enable real-time data synchronization with external applications.

All popular apps

Shopify Connector by Intuit

Automatically sync eCommerce sales

A Ak (4248)

Syft Analytics - Consolidations,

Reports, Forecasts, Dashboard...

Classes, Locations, Projects, Reports,
Consolidetions, Graphs, Benchmarks, Al

ekt (627)

PayTraQer -

Shopify|Amazon|WooCommer...

=

Reach Reporting | Financial
Reporting, Dashboards,...

Financial Reports, Budgets, Consolidation,
Anelytics, Metrics, Class Anelysis

Wiy i (547)

A2X for Amazon, Shopify, eBay,
and more

Automated ecommerce accounting for
Shopify, Amazon, Etsy, Walmart, PayPal &...

Wi i oy (621)

Synder - sync

Stripe|Shopify|Amazon|PayPal|...

(W00

WooCommerce Connector by
Intuit

Automaticelly sync eCommerce sales

e iy i (1834)

Method CRM

The #1 QuickBooks CRM softwars
Wi i i iy (1735)

Bulk Import / Export Excel | CSV |

PDF | IIF | Receipts - SaasAnt...

The integration approach treats QuickBooks as the financial hub while specialized
applications handle operational tasks. This creates flexibility but can result in data
synchronization challenges and workflow gaps between systems.
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aACE's integration philosophy emphasizes unified operations within the platform.

External integrations include payment processors, shipping services, and e-commerce
platforms, designed to appear seamless to users. Credit card processing happens within
order screens without separate terminals. E-commerce orders flow automatically into the
same fulfillment workflows as phone orders.

Integrations

aACE Integrates with the
Top Apps You Need to
Run Your Business

Extend aACE Functionality with These Key Integrations

AvaTax Mailchimp Shopify
CommerceHub Mailgun SPS Commerce
DayBack NRG Tableau

Extensiv Integration Manager Payment Innovators TrueCommerce
Global Payments Integrated ReadyShipper VerticalResponse
HubSpot ShipStation WooCommerce

The FileMaker platform enables deep customization connecting aACE with specialized
industry systems. Rather than users jumping between applications, integrations bring
external data into aACE's unified interface.
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6.3 Custom Automation Possihilities

QuickBooks custom automation primarily happens through third-party tools and
integrations.

Zapier connections enable workflow automation between QuickBooks and hundreds of
other applications. Custom fields and forms allow some personalization within the
platform. Advanced users can leverage APIs to build custom applications, though this
requires external development.

The approach works well for businesses comfortable managing multiple connected
systems but can become complex as automation needs grow.

aACE's FileMaker foundation provides unparalleled customization where every aspect from
interfaces to business logic can be modified without external programming.

Custom automation includes automatic PO generation from sales forecasts, complex
commission calculations, conditional approval workflows, and proprietary system
integration. The single-platform architecture ensures customizations work seamlessly with
existing features, enabling gradual automation expansion through citizen developers or
FileMaker consultants.




1. Deployment & Technical Comparison

1.1 Deployment Options

QuickBooks Online operates entirely in the cloud with automatic updates and disaster
recovery, while Desktop provides on-premise installation for businesses requiring
advanced features, faster performance with large datasets, or greater control over data
security (although only available on the Enterprise plan).

aACE offers both cloud-hosted and on-premise deployment with identical features
regardless of choice, allowing businesses to select based on security preferences,
connectivity, and control requirements rather than functionality differences.

1.2 User Interface & Experience

QuickBooks Online offers an intuitive interface that new users find approachable, though the
shift toward simplification removes the detailed controls that power users prefer, requiring
adaptation periods when transitioning from Desktop versions. Its cross-platform support
includes comprehensive browser compatibility for QuickBooks Online with iOS and Android apps.

aACE maintains consistent interfaces across all modules with color coding and standardized
layouts, reducing learning curves by allowing knowledge from one area to apply throughout the
system, while specialized mobile apps enable targeted workflows without navigating the full
system.

0ACE is available as a browser as well as a desktop app (Mac and Windows) through FileMaker
Pro with iOS mobile apps for specific workflows.



1.3 Scalability

QuickBooks scales through tiered subscriptions with Online Plus supporting up to 5 users
and Enterprise accommodating larger teams, with cloud infrastructure handling
transaction volume growth automatically while Desktop relies on local optimization.

aACE is designed for 3 to 500 users from the start. It can also handle larger user counts as
well, as demonstrated by implementations with over 1,000 employees across 7 entities,
requiring robust server infrastructure but handling concurrent users without degradation.

User permissions reflect different philosophies: QuickBooks implements role-based
permissions varying by tier, while aACE provides granular control over module access and
data visibility supporting complex multi-entity structures.




8. Pricing & Total Cost of Ownership

8.1 Subscription Models

QuickBooks provides flexible growth paths through tiered subscriptions, allowing
businesses to start with basic bookkeeping and upgrade as needs expand, with each tier
adding features, users, and capabilities.

CUSTOMER FAVORITE

Simple Start Essentials Plus Advanced
Build your financial foundation Save time and focus on growth Scale with greater clarity Boost efficiency and profitability
$38/mo $75/mo $115/mo $275/mo
Choose plan Choose plan Choose plan Choose plan
1 user 3 users 5 users 25 users

Includes access for your accountant

Includes:

3£ Intuit Assist

Smart expense organization
Boosts your efficiency by reviewing
and organizing your transactions

Automated bookkeeping

5 free ACH bank transfers/mo for
bills

Includes access for your accountant

Simple Start features, and:
& Intuit Assist

Accounting Agent NEW
Posis transactions quickly—with
explanations and predictions

Payments Agent NEW
Helps create tailored strategies fo
get you paid faster

R ing invi

Includes access for your accountant

Essentials features, and:
S5 Intuit Assist

Al-powered reconciliation
BETA

Identifies potential issues and

suggests solutions

Customer Agent BETA

Prioritizes leads from your inbox and
personalizes email followups

Al-powered profit & loss insights
Anomaly detection and resolution

Budgeting

Includes access for your accountant

Plus features, and:
S Intuit Assist

Finance Agent NEW

Goes beyond P&L with financial
planning and KPI analysis

Project Management Agent
BETA

Helps win bids and allocate costs to

keep projects on time

Custom user management and
permissions

Custom report builder
Data sync with Excel
Revenue recognition

Forecasting
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aACE offers Complete Edition as a fully hosted subscription including all infrastructure, or
Enterprise Edition as a one-time purchase requiring separate FileMaker licensing but
providing maximum customization flexibility.

aACE Licensing Options

aACE offers the Complete Edition for those looking for an out-of-the-box hosted solution

and the Enterprise Edition for those seeking maximum control and flexibility.

COMPLETE EDITION ENTERPRISE EDITION

YA 2 sunnon 933,500

5 user minimum 10 user minimum

$199 monthly hosting fee 20% annual maintenance
Cloud-hosted Onsite or cloud-hosted
Limited customization Completely customizable

Complimentary, automated updates Complimentary, optional updates

8.2 Hidden Costs and Add-Ons

QuickBooks' total cost extends beyond subscriptions with payroll adding $45 plus $6.50

per employee monthly, payment processing fees, premium integrations, and potential
ProAdvisor assistance for complex implementations. Apps and services in the Intuit
ecosystem can also cost extra.

aACE includes all modules without additional licensing (occounting, CRM, inventory, and
production come standard) though Enterprise Edition requires separate FileMaker licenses
and implementation support typically billed in 10-50 hour increments based on
customization needs.
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8.3 ROI Considerations

QuickBooks delivers rapid ROI for service businesses through automated bookkeeping,
integrated payments, and improved cash flow visibility, with the app marketplace enabling
gradual capability expansion.

aACE's ROl comes from eliminating data silos and manual processes between
departments while codifying unique business processes that create competitive
advantages, particularly valuable for manufacturing and distribution companies
improving inventory turns and order fulfillment.




9. Support & Implementation

QuickBooks provides extensive self-service resources including tutorials, setup wizards, webinars,
and community forums, with mobile-specific training ensuring field workers can effectively use time
and expense features.

It also offers ProAdvisor. A network that includes thousands of certified professionals providing local
and online support with industry-specific expertise spanning tax planning, financial analysis, data
migration, multi-entity structures, and technology integration.

aACE’s entry support offering is ShowME aACE, a repository of recorded advisor sessions that show
you exactly how to set up and use the platform.

But aACE goes a step forward. The majority of implementations are done by aACEsoft's in-house
team and led by the same engineers who develop the solution.

That's where its Discovery Process comes in. dACE Software describes their Discovery Process like this:

The process begins with two months of hands-on experience using a configured system before any
major investment is required. During this period, teams work in a live sandbox environment where
they can test the software with their own business data.

The evaluation consists of three phases: Training, Gap Analysis, and Development Planning. These are
designed to turn staff into “super users” who understand not only their own departments but also
how sales, fulfillment, and billing connect across the business.

Through guided meetings, assignments, and step-by-step exercises, participants gain experience
with daily workflows, identify potential challenges, and consider process improvements before full
implementation begins.

While teams are learning what the software can do, advisors are learning how the business operates.
This back-and-forth exchange highlights opportunities for greater efficiency instead of simply
replicating existing processes in a new system. At the end of the process, businesses receive a
detailed Development Plan that prioritizes customizations, provides cost estimates, and sets realistic
timelines.

This discovery phase also helps create internal champions who serve as trainers and change agents
during go-live, supporting smoother adoption. The approach has been refined over hundreds of
implementations, and businesses can choose not to move forward if the evaluation does not meet
expectations before committing to the full 3- to 6-month implementation.
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https://showme.aacesoft.net/
https://aace6.knowledgeowl.com/help/step-1-discovery

10. Final Verdict

If you read the whole report, the differences are clear. QuickBooks is accounting software
with some business management features, while aACE is business management software
that includes comprehensive accounting.

The Core Trade-off

QuickBooks gets you up and running in days, sometimes hours. You pick a plan, connect
your bank, and start invoicing. When you need more capabilities, you browse the app store
and bolt on what you need. It's familiar, proven, and millions of businesses run on it
successfully.

On the other hand, aACE takes months to implement.

But that's because it's doing something fundamentally different. It's learning how your
specific business works and building those processes into the software itself. For example,
your pricing structure for that one difficult client can become part of the system. The way
you handle returns from your biggest distributor can be built right in.




When QuickBooks Makes Sense

If you're reading this report and thinking, "l just need good accounting software,” get
QuickBooks.

It's the right choice when your business fits standard patterns:

+ You have one location.

« You sell services or simple products.

« Your inventory is straightforward (buy it, store it, sell it).

« And, most importantly, you're okay managing different parts of your business in different
tools.

QuickBooks particularly shines for businesses under 25 people where the owner or a small
team handles most administration. The automation features mean one person can
manage what used to take a whole bookkeeping department — bank feeds pull in
transactions automatically, rules sort them into the right categories, and reports prepare
themselves.

When aACE Becomes Necessary

You'll know you need aACE when Excel becomes your real business system.

When you're repeatedly copying data between QuickBooks, your inventory system, and
that custom Access database someone built five years ago. When simple questions like
"what's our real profit on the Johnson account” require three people and half a day to
answer.

aACE makes sense once your business has enough complexity that managing it in
separate tools creates more problems than it solves. This typically happens somewhere
between 10 and 50 employees.

The businesses that get the most value from aACE have some combination of these traits.
For example:

You manufacture or assemble products,

« You manage inventory across multiple locations,

You have complex B2B relationships with custom pricing, terms, or workflows,
Or you operate multiple legal entities that need to work as one business.
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Making the Decision

Here's a simple test. List every system you use to run your business (QuickBooks, Excel
sheets, CRM, inventory tracker, etc.). If that list has more than three items and you spend
real time moving data between them, you should at least explore aACE.

But also be honest about your appetite for change. QuickBooks to aACE isn't an upgrade,
it's a transformation. Your team will need to learn new workflows. You'll discover
inefficiencies you didn't know existed. Some "how we've always done things" statements will

need to go.

The payoff is that once you're through implementation, everything just works together.

An order flows from quote to cash without anyone re-entering data. Inventory updates
everywhere the moment you receive it. Financial reports reflect your actual business
operations, not just journal entries. And you get to understand exactly what happens, when
it happens, and why it happens across your entire organization.




Next Steps

If you're leaning toward QuickBooks, start with their free trial.

Begin with a Simple Start or Essentials plan and upgrade as needed. You can always add
capabilities through apps or move up to higher tiers. Just remember that if you end up
needing Advanced or Enterprise features, you might want to reconsider whether
QuickBooks is really the right long-term fit.

If aACE sounds like what you need, don't just request a demo.

Take advantage of the Discovery Process. It's two months of actually using the software
with your real data before you commit:

« your team gets trained,
« you identify what needs customization,
« and everyone knows exactly what they're signing up for.

Some companies realize during Discovery that they're not ready for this level of integration.
Better to learn that before you've invested six figures.

One final thought.

The wrong choice here isn't picking QuickBooks when you should choose aACE or vice
versa. The wrong choice is doing nothing while your current hodgepodge of systems
slowly strangles your growth. Both of these platforms can transform how you run your
business. Pick the transformation that matches where you're headed, not just where you
are today.
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aACE vs QuickBooks

- Comparative Report on MihaelCacic.com -

This report was researched and written by MihaelCacic.com at the request of aACE Software.

All product names, logos, and brands are the property of their respective owners. Use of these
names, logos, and brands in this report is for identification purposes only and does not imply
endorsement.

Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy at the time of writing; however,
MihaelCacic.com makes no warranties, express or implied, about the completeness, reliability,
or suitability of the information contained herein. Readers should verify details with the
respective vendors before making business decisions.



